
 

INDIVIDUALS ELIGIBLE FOR MEDICARE 

General Questions and Answers about Medicare Part D 
 

What is the definition of the different parts of Medicare? 
Medicare Part A  Coverage for hospitalization 

Medicare Part B  Supplemental coverage (doctor visits, out-patient care, etc.) 

Medicare Part C  Medicare HMO or PPO Plan, also known as a Medicare Advantage Plan 

Medicare Part D  Medicare Prescription Drug Program that began January 1, 2006 

 

Sources of Information about Medicare Part D Options 
 Visit the Medicare website at www.medicare.gov for information.   

 Call 1-800-MEDICARE (1-800-633-4227), available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  TTY users 

should call 1-877-486-2048. 

 

What are the eligibility requirements to maintain coverage for Medicare Part D? 
Eligibility for Medicare Part D is the same as eligibility for Medicare – generally, you must be age 65 or 

older, or have experienced a qualifying disability under Social Security and received 24 months worth of 

disability payments from Social Security. 

 

Could I receive financial assistance under the Medicare Part D program? 
Premiums may be reduced or eliminated, and other payments may be less.  For additional information 

regarding eligibility for help, contact the Social Security Administration at 1-800-772-1213. 

 

What kind of prescription drug coverage will Medicare Part D provide? 
Call Medicare at 1-800-633-4227 or check on Medicare’s web site at www.medicare.gov for descriptions 

of the different types of coverage. 

 

Are all of the Medicare Part D programs offered the same? 
No.  Although all plans must meet the government’s requirements, there will be differences between 

plans, including what drugs are covered and what pharmacies you can use.  In addition, some plans will 

offer only prescription drug coverage, while other plans will combine prescription drug coverage with a 

Medicare Advantage Plan (Medicare Part C).  A Medicare Advantage Plan is a Medicare HMO or PPO 

that includes medical coverage for doctor visits and hospital expenses. 

 

If I elect to maintain coverage in the Battelle Retiree Medicare Complement Plan, I 

understand I cannot enroll in Medicare Part D.  Do I still maintain coverage in 

Medicare Parts A & B? 
Yes, you maintain coverage in Medicare Parts A & B in addition to maintaining coverage in the Battelle 

Retiree Medicare Complement Plan.  Part A is hospitalization and Part B is supplemental coverage such 

as doctor visits and outpatient care.  There is coordination of benefits between Medicare Parts A & B and 

the Battelle Retiree Medicare Complement Plan, with Medicare as primary coverage.  Even if you cancel 

coverage in Medicare Parts A & B, the Battelle Retiree Medicare Complement Plan’s reimbursement will 

be no more than the amount the Battelle Retiree Medicare Complement Plan would have paid if you had 

maintained Medicare Parts A & B coverage. 
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What if I elect to both continue coverage in the Battelle Retiree Medicare 

Complement Plan and enroll in Medicare Part D? 
Medicare and Battelle will compare enrollment listings.  Any individual who is enrolled in both Medicare 

Part D and a Battelle-offered medical plan will have her/his coverage canceled under Battelle’s medical 

plan.  This will include cancellation of both the pharmacy and medical portion of the coverage. 

 

What if I am eligible for Medicare, enroll in Medicare Part D, and then decide I do 

not like the Plan?  Can I re-enroll in the Battelle Retiree Medicare Complement 

Plan? 
You will not be permitted to re-enroll in the Battelle Retiree Medicare Complement Plan.  However, 

different rules apply if you enrolled in a Medicare Advantage Plan (Medicare C) at the time you enrolled 

in Medicare Part D (see the next question). 

 

What if I am eligible for Medicare, enroll in Medicare Advantage Plan (Medicare C), 

and then decide I do not like the Plan?  Can I re-enroll in the Battelle Retiree 

Medicare Complement Plan? 
Yes, you can.  Every Open Enrollment period you will have the opportunity to opt in or out of the Battelle 

Retiree Medicare Complement Plan effective the following January as long as this action is consistent 

with enrollment or cancellation of coverage in a Medicare Advantage Plan.  However, at the time you 

cancel the Medicare Advantage Plan (Medicare C) you would also be required to cancel the prescription 

drug program (Medicare D) in order to enroll in the Battelle Retiree Medicare Complement Plan. 

 

What if I am eligible for Medicare and enroll in Medicare Part D but my 

spouse/registered partner or dependent(s) want to remain in a Battelle-offered 

medical plan?  Is that permitted? 
No.  As in the past, you, as the retiree, must be enrolled in a Battelle-offered medical plan in order for 

your spouse/registered partner and/or dependent(s) to be eligible for coverage.  

 

If my spouse/registered partner or dependent(s) and I are enrolled in more than one 

Battelle-offered retiree medical plan, will premiums for both plans be deducted from 

my pension check? 
Yes.  Battelle will combine the premium costs and deduct the total amount from your pension check.  

However, if your monthly pension payment is less than your total deductions (including medical, dental 

and group life insurance premiums), you will be required to make direct payments.   
 

What plan provides coverage if my spouse/registered partner or dependent(s) are not 

eligible for Medicare? 

You may maintain coverage for them in the Retiree Anthem Medical Plan for individuals not eligible for 

Medicare.   

 

What plan provides coverage if my spouse/registered partner or dependent(s) are 

eligible for Medicare? 
The Battelle Retiree Medicare Complement Plan provides coverage to eligible retirees, spouses/registered 

partners and dependent(s) who are entitled to Medicare.  
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What if my spouse/registered partner or dependent(s) are eligible for Medicare and 

elects to enroll in Medicare Part D? 
If your spouse/registered partner or dependent(s) elect to enroll in Medicare Part D, then coverage under 

the Battelle-offered medical plan would be cancelled—both the prescription drug and medical coverage. 

The spouse/registered partner or dependent(s) cannot have coverage under both Medicare Part D and the 

Battelle Retiree Medicare Complement Plan. Also, your spouse/registered partner or dependent(s) will 

not be eligible for coverage under the Battelle Retiree Medicare Complement Plan at a later date.   

  

What if my spouse/registered partner or dependent(s) are not currently enrolled in a 

Battelle retiree medical (or dental) plan.  Can I enroll them during the Open 

Enrollment period?   
No.  Enrollment options are offered to only those retirees, spouses/registered partners, and dependent(s) 

that currently maintain coverage in a Battelle retiree medical (or dental) plan. 

 

 

Important Facts to Remember 

 If you are eligible for Medicare, you cannot maintain coverage under both the Battelle 

Medicare Complement Plan and Medicare Part D—you must choose only one. 

 By canceling Battelle’s coverage, you will lose both the medical coverage as well as 

the coverage for prescription drugs. 

 Retirees may cover spouses/registered partners and dependents who are not eligible for 

Medicare only under the Battelle Retiree Anthem medical plan. 

 For dependents and spouses/registered partners to remain eligible for coverage in a 

Battelle retiree medical plan, the retiree must be enrolled in one of the plans as well. 
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